
 
 

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES THIS MAKE? THE ARTS, YOUTH AND HIV&AIDS 
Invitational Conference: Durban, South Africa, December 4-6, 2011 

 
Call for Papers 

We are inviting papers, along with posters, exhibitions  and other arts-based representations on  a variety 
of themes related to  “What difference does this make? The arts, youth and HIV&AIDS”. 

There is a growing consensus among those developing programs in sex and relationship  
education that the youth voice is crucial. Worldwide young people between the ages of 15 and 25 make 
up more than 40 per cent of all new HIV&AIDS infections, with young women being disproportionately 
affected (UNAIDS, 2008). Unless young people are given a more significant voice in influencing and 
participating in policy about their own sex, sexuality and relationships, the programs are doomed to 
failure (Ford, Odalla and Chorlton, 2003).  While this may seem self-evident, it was only as recently as 
2002 at the 14th International AIDS Conference held in Barcelona, that the relative absence of the voices 
of young people was highlighted. “Where are the youth?” read the many placards at the conference site.  
While there are many different approaches (and critiques) to addressing young people’s voices and 
engagement in relation to addressing issues of sexuality and HIV&AIDS, a key feature of many of the 
programs involving young people - and the focus of this conference -  is  on the use of participatory visual 
and other arts-based media/technology tools and methodologies.  Many of these approaches have been 
used for over a decade and yet, the jury is still out on their effectiveness. Figuratively, then, the 
conference explores the idea ‘can art stop AIDS?’.  

 
This interactive and participatory invitational conference involving youth, researchers, NGOs and 

policy makers seeks to explore the following questions:  
• How are the visual arts being used to address youth sexuality and HIV& AIDS, and what 

approaches are being used to look at the impact of this work?  
• What lessons can be drawn from visual and other arts-based approaches to addressing 

HIV&AIDS in working with youth in South Africa and within the global community over the 
past 10 years?  

The conference is hosted by the Centre for Visual Methodologies for Social Change (UKZN), the 
Participatory Cultures Lab (McGill) and the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University Visual 
Methodologies for Social Change Unit. This event represents ‘10 years on’ in that 2011-2012 marks the 
10th anniversary of the beginning of the sponsoring research group’s involvement in the use of 
participatory visual methodologies in addressing HIV&AIDS. The first project, conceptualized in 2001 
and awarded funding by the Canadian Society for International Health in 2002,  entitled  Soft Cover: 
Creative Arts, Youth and HIV/AIDS, was conducted in the Western Cape. The study marked the beginning 
of our serious arts-based work with youth in South Africa addressing HIV and AIDS. 
 
Inquiries and Submitting Abstracts: Submit 300 word abstracts by October 15, 2011 to Dr Tabitha 
Mukeredzi mukeredzt@ukzn.ac.za  


